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Fall River High School 

Geography 
 

Instructor: Eric Zimmerman, M. Ed./ BA – History 

E-Mail:  ezimmerman@frjusd.org  

School Telephone: (530) 336-5515 

 

Required Text: 

Boehm, Richard G. Geography, the Human and Physical World. Columbus: McGraw-Hill Education 2018. 

 

Course Description: 

This course is designed to provide understanding of the distribution and characteristics of the world’s 

major cultures and of the dynamics of human migration and cultural diffusion. We will also focus on the 

basic themes of physical geography, such as the physical landscape, climate, weather, natural resources, 

and how these components have affected human development. 

 

Course Goals: 

Content of this course are based on the standards set forth in the National Council of Social Studies and the 

National Geography Standards.  Simply put, students will attain a strong understanding of the earth’s 

physical and political regions focusing on both the micro and macro scale.  Students will develop skills to 

understand and analyze global issues from the past, present, and future.  Finally students will realize the 

importance geography plays in their understanding of the world. 

 

Grading: 

Weight Categories 

Homework/Class Assignments--------> 30% 

Exams-------------------------------------> 30% 

Projects/Papers---------------------------> 30% 

Class Participation ----------------------> 10% 

Grade % Breakdown 

A+ = 97-100%    A = 94-96%     A- = 90-93% 

B+ = 87-89%      B  = 84-86%    B- = 80-83% 

C+ = 77-79%      C  = 74-76%    C- = 70-73% 

D+ = 67-69%      D  = 64-66%    D- = 60-63% 

F  =  ANY NUMBER BELOW 60% 

 

Exam Breakdown: Exams are broken down into 3 different categories: Quizzes, Tests and the Final.  

Below is the breakdown of each exam: 

 

 Quizzes = 10 points or less 

 Tests = 20 points 

 Final Exam = 30 points

  

Grade Reports: It is the responsibility of the student to keep track of their own grade in the class. The 

teacher’s gradebook is available on-line and can be accessed at home or school.  Grade printouts are also 

available upon request.  If you cannot access the ARIES portal on-line, please contact the FRHS office.  

Progress reports are sent home by mail every 3 weeks. 

 

 

Materials:  To be successful in this class, students must bring the following materials to class every day: 

Chromebook (Charged); Pen (blue or black only) or pencil; 3-ring binder with 5 dividers, and lined paper 

in the binder.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep their returned class work organized in their binders.  

Binders will be collected at the end of each quarter. Every student has access to the textbook digitally, 
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however, printed hardcopies are available upon request. A textbooks sent home need to be checked out 

with the library. 

 

Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Any assignment turned in beyond 

that point is considered late, and will receive half-credit.  No late work will be accepted beyond the quarter 

it was assigned. Example: A late assignment from the first quarter will not be accepted during the second 

quarter. 

 

Behavior: The rules for behavior are simple: Treat everyone kindly, don’t interfere with the learning process 

and do your best.  Possible consequences are leaving the classroom, detention, staying in for lunch, meeting 

with the principal, etc…  

 

Cheating: There is a zero tolerance policy for cheating of any sort.  Students caught cheating will receive 

zero points for the assignment and their actions will be recorded on their school record for the remainder of 

high school.  During group work all members of the group are required to contribute equally.  Group 

members who do the assigned work for another student, or those who accept this work, are cheating.  All 

written assignments, such as research papers, are expected to contain no plagiarized material. 

 

Assistance: I encourage all my students to talk to me if they feel they need any extra help in this course.  

Your success is very important, so don’t be shy about seeking assistance.  If you or your parents have any 

questions about the grading policy, class content, rules or any other concerns please contact me 

immediately. 

 

 

Classroom Rules and Expectations: 

These simple rules and expectations are essential to your everyday success in this class:  
 

  Come to class prepared, on time, and ready to learn.  

 
  Be respectful to yourself and others in the class. 

 
  Actively contribute to our atmosphere of learning and knowledge. 

 
  Always do your best! 

 
Follow these guidelines everyday so that your experience in class remains positive and fulfilling.  Any 

failure to abide by these rules will be dealt with immediately by Mr. Zimmerman and/or the school staff. 

 

Please complete the statement on the attached page and turn it in to Mr. Zimmerman with your signature. 
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Fall River High School 

GEOGRAPHY  

CLASSROOM CONTRACT 
 

 

I, ____________________________, have read the class policy and 

completely understand the rules and expectations.  I agree to come to 

class prepared, follow the rules and succeed. 

 

 

Signature: ___________________________Date: _______ 

 

Parent Signature: ___________________    Date: _______ 

 

 

Optional Survey Information  

(If we have to eventually go to distance learning) 
 

Please check one answer that best fits for your home internet access. 

 

“My home internet access is…” 

 

⃞ Always good and reliable. 

 

⃞ Good most of the time. 

 

⃞ Not very good, it’s slow. 

 

⃞ I have no internet access at home. 
 


